
Foundation of Forgiveness 
Class: High School/Preteen 
Teachers: Sisters Regina Pressley and Rosanna McKinney 
Date: August 4, 2020 
Scripture: Acts 26:1-29 
Place: Construction Sites -Love. Forgiveness.  

Lesson Introduction: I Got A Testimony! 

Briefly describe what you plan to say or do to enlighten students on the 
lesson’s topic: Reminder, grab your safety gear: Bible, activity book, pencil and 
paper.  

What would you do if you heard that there was someone in our town who was 
trying to hurt all Christians? We might have to meet in secret places. If you heard 
that that person was close by what would you do? Saul (later known by his Roman 
name, Paul) was a devout Jew who believed that those who followed Jesus were 
blaspheming God. He hunted for Christians so he could arrest or kill them for what 
they believed. Saul had to face the fact that he had been wrong all of his life when 
Jesus came to him on the road to Damascus and blinded him with a bright light. 
Saul continued to the city of Damascus where he regained his sight and was filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Saul immediately began preaching the truth about Jesus and 
this made some people angry. His friends snuck him out of Damascus in a basket. 
Saul changed from hating Jesus to loving Him. 

MAIN IDEAS TO BE TAUGHT: 

Main Idea One – Acts 26:1-11 

Paul’s defending himself before Agrippa  

Main Idea Two- Acts 26:12-18 
Paul’s conversion 

Main Idea Three- Acts 26:19-23 -24-29 
Paul’s preaching / Appeals to Agrippa to believe in Christ  



*Paul is a prisoner! He stands accused and is facing death before King Agrippa, the 
man whose great-grandfather had tried to kill Jesus as a baby; his grandfather had 
John the Baptist beheaded; his father had murdered the first apostle, James. This 
was a man whose family history made him unlikely to receive Paul in a kind way.  

Agrippa is the king of the Jews. He has a good relationship with Rome, where he 
spent the majority of his life. Paul is witnessing to him. To Agrippa’s face, Paul 
said, “you probably wish you was me!” Whew! Paul was a changed man, yet he 
was still bold! 

Paul probably looked odd to those who were looking. Let’s keep in mind, Saul /
Paul! Festus, his accuser, had called him “crazy.” Paul is standing in court, before 
the king, talking about a man being raised from the dead. He doesn’t mind looking 
crazy. Do you all blame Paul? He may have, at one point, been well regarded by 
his accuser. Festus does say that it is Paul’s “great learning” that has driven him 
crazy. Festus is showing sympathy.  

Paul is not is to be envied by Festus, Agrippa, not by anyone. He is in chains facing 
death. Paul is not ashamed to confess his love for Christ even though he’s in 
chains. The Bible says, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  

Paul has laid out the foundation of his beliefs. He has argued Jesus from scripture, 
the same scripture that both Festus and Agrippa hold as reliable. Paul has given his 
OWN TESTIMONY. He has described who he was before encountering Jesus 
and how he has changed. Festus is full of jokes! He accuses Paul of trying to 
persuade him to become a Christian. Paul confirms that of course that’s what he’s 
doing. 

Paul was nothing if not an evangelist. With Paul, it was all about Jesus! He spread 
the gospel farther than anyone could ever have thought possible. His ministry laid 
the foundation for Christianity as it exists today. Paul wrote 1/3 of the New 
Testament. Preachers are preaching about Paul. 

Could you, while facing death, defend yourself by preaching about Jesus? In the 
face of power could you try to persuade the authorities that, in spite of the chains, 
you are the one to be envied? That takes a lot of faith. *  

Lesson Conclusion: 

Paul was not proud. Paul didn’t care if he looked crazy. Paul didn’t care if he was 
ridiculed. Paul didn’t care if he faced death. Paul was an evangelist. Paul preached 



Jesus. And because God used Paul in this way, we can also boldly proclaim the 
gospel. 

ACTIVITIES: Preteen Activity Book 

MATERIALS Used/Needed: Bible, hard hat, vest, paper and pencil 


