
Giving Back 
On a semi-cold, nippy November Saturday morning, 
our Feeding at 900 Franklin, Another Blessing and the 

Young Adult Ministry  along with several members of 

our congregation, stood huddled and shivering waiting 

for the early morning sun to drench our bodies with 

warmth. 

Today, of all days, we realized what it meant to be cold, 

hungry and somewhat unprepared for the upcoming                   

Winter season. Shocked, we stood realizing for most of 

us, we had just had our first encounter with  
homelessness. 

Within minutes, cars were set free of stuffed clothing 

bags, household items, boxes of shoes, and racks of 

dresses, sweaters, pants, coats, socks, and toiletries. 

From the kitchen rolled carts filled with stuffed paper 

sacks heralding the arrival of that “stick to your ribs” 

hot chili, crunchy crackers and “the kind your                

grandmother use to make” cookies. 

All was well. One by one, the parking lot filled with 
people looking for items that would help them sustain 

the bitter winds and frosty falling temperatures. 

As the morning winds mellowed and the sunshine 

blessed us with its face, we began to hear laughter, 

“thank you’s” and “when will y’all have this again”. 

Smiles greeted smiles and just at that moment we           

became as one, God’s children. Our work had not been          

in vain. 

We had spoken life into a life. Hope had been given and 
gladly received. Our work was done and our ministry’s 

vision had been fulfilled. 

Thank you Fifth Ward. God bless each of you. 

Church Anniversary 

1Timothy 4:12 

Let no man despise his youth but be thou an              

example… 
 

On Sunday, November 21, we the Fifth Ward            

Family, not only celebrated history (156th Annual 

Church Anniversary) but made history. 

Hosted  for the first time by our Youth Department 

and Young Adult Miniseries,  it  soon became           

evident that our future stood before us and our           

present was becoming our past.                                               

Hosted by John Hollingsworth, Jr. with supporting 

roles assumed by Phillip Duncan (prayer),                               

Tangie Duncan (welcome), Drew Simms (scripture), 

Natasha Pressley (Church History),                                           

Kaleb Sintim-Amoah (Introduction of Speaker), and 

LaToya Pearson  (Presentation to Speaker), we were 

reminded we must be in a “readiness mode” if Fifth 

Ward is to continue to be “the beacon on the hill” 

where “the glory of God abides”. 

Preparing our youth for an uncertain future, has to 

begin and ends with God. 

We encourage and salute the efforts of our church 

family and the varied ministries that have pushed 

onward during these days, weeks, months and now 

years of crisis. 

May we continue to instill in our youth Godly            

principles and values and “Job well done” Youth 

Dept and Young Adult Ministry.                                                

May God continue to “pour into you” love,                  

knowledge and wisdom. Much love. 

Fifth Ward Missionary Baptist Church  

900 Franklin Street, Clarksville, TN  37040 

*Visit Us On The Web* www.5thwardmbc.org 

Rev. Charles W. Radford, Pastor 



PA G E  2  

S T A Y I N G  C O N N E C T E D  

 

                                     Take a long gaze at the picture above. Recognize any familiar faces? 
Many years ago Brothers, Keith, Kyle and Kevin Reid mesmerized our youth with a bit of information that stunned their 

senses. Lean in closely and I’ll whisper what they told them. 

“Everybody doesn’t celebrate Christmas with food, toys, clothes and gifts like we in America do. Some kids have nothing! 
Silence filled the room as kids of all ages sat with wide -eyed surprise, frowns of confusion and gasps of disbelief. 

“Nothing?” repeated someone in the back of the room. 

“Nothing”! repeated the brothers in unison. Gasps of surprised filled the room and finally words were spoken. 

“What? nothing…? “How could this be? 
Everyone knew Santa always brought good stuff to kids on Christmas Eve. Well, except for those who had been reaaaaally 

bad and even they knew to straighten up “their act” before Christmas Eve. How could this be? Who could be so cruel to 

kids? “Some kids get nothing That’s cold! repeated the boys and girls. 
Keith went on to explain. “It’s not because they were bad but because their parents couldn’t afford candy and toys and new 

clothes.” 

Going on to explain the mystery behind “they can’t afford it” phrase, Keith gave details about how they could help others 
have a Merry Christmas through the Shoe Box Ministry. 

Smiles, giggles and “I’m gonna tell my parents to buy this and that for my shoe box  kid” rang out as 

plans were made. 
 

To this very day, Sis Bobbie continues the “Shoe Box Ministry every year to assure children have a Merry, Merry               
Christmas. 

Merry Christmas to all! 
 

Oh, the picture is of young Fifth Ward six years ago. In case you’re interested 78 shoe boxes were collected that year. 
 

Note: A fictional story. 

2021 
Great News! 45 Christmas                 

Shoeboxes have been packed and 

taken to the local Distribution Center 

to await shipping. Praise God,                 

because of your prayers and caring 

hearts, 45 families will be blessed 

this Christmas!  
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Editors 
Sis Galea Jefferies                                                               
Sis Beverly Guynn  
Proofreader Editor 

Sis. Deborah Hollingsworth 

Adopt-A Child:                                                    

Young Adult 

Ministry/ Church Sponsor-

ship 

(Donations are welcome 

throughout the month via 

Givelify) 

 

Tithes & Offerings Drive-by 
(1st & 3rd Sundays)   

(11:00 am-12:30) 
 

Young Adult Zoom  

Bible Study 
(1st & 3rd Thursdays, 6:45pm) 

 

Women’s Ministry 

(Monthly, 2nd  

Monday,                                       

6:00-6:30pm) 

Via Zoom 
 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays-6:30pm 

(Facebook.com) 

 

Join Us In Prayer 

Mondays, 7:30 am 

Wednesdays, 6pm 

Dial: 1 978 990-5000 

Access Code: 666114# 

 

Youth Dept. Zoom  

Bible Study 

(Wednesdays 7:15pm) 
 

Men’s Ministry 

Monthly, 3rd  
Saturday,                                

10:00-11:00am 
Dial: 1 701 799 9709 

 

FWMBC 
Our Weekly Studies, Programs and                       

Outreach  
 

                                      

We thank each of you for allowing us 

to come into your homes and hearts 

(via Connector) for the past two years. 

Our intent was to inform and entertain 

during these few months of isolation. 

As months passed, we found ourselves 

eagerly searching for events,            

birthdays, anniversaries, news,          

pictures, etc. to keep our church family 

whole and informed. At the time, none 

of us knew we would “fall in love” 

with our monthly gathering of news. 

To those of you who have found         

enjoyment in our reports, thank you. 

To all of you, our church family, we 

say thank you for this opportunity to 

serve. 

May your holidays be blessed.  

      

 Christmas Eve Benediction/Prayer 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, 

the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the an-

gels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the  

determination of the Magi, and the peace of 

the Christ child, Almighty God, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
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https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html

