
Foundation of Love 
Class: High School  
Date: August 3, 2020 
Scripture: Matthew 9:9-13 
Place: Construction sites -Love. Friendly. Mercy. Sacrifice. Forgiveness 

Lesson Introduction: Who’s hanging out with you? Who ya wit?  

Briefly describe what you plan to say or do to enlighten students on the 
lesson’s topic: Before entering the construction site, I need to get your safety gear: 
Bible, pencil and paper. I need you to put on hard hats and vests of LOVE, mercy, 
sacrifice and forgiveness. Jesus was a friend to everybody! The save, sinners, 
crooks, foul language speakers, liars, prostitutes etc. Notice, I did not say that Jesus 
was friends with everybody; there’s a difference. Since we’re here at the 
construction site, I’m going to grab my hammer and nail the difference.  

MAIN IDEAS TO BE TAUGHT: 

Main Idea One –  

The meaning of the Scripture: Jesus called Matthew the tax collector to be His 
disciple. Tax collectors and other outcasts had gathered in Matthew’s house for 
dinner. Jesus was at the table reclining with them. Because of that, the Pharisees 
grumbled; they caught an attitude with Jesus and wanted to know why He was 
friendly with them. He ate with Matthew and his friends because He wanted to. He 
loved them. Jesus is no respecter of people. I bet there was laughter and jokes! 
Jesus wanted the Pharisees to discover that He has not come to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance. Sinners were drawn to Jesus! He loved spending time 
with sinners who were open to His teaching. He did not condone their wrong. He 
wanted them saved. Matthew went from crooked tax collector to Gospel (Matthew) 
writer and follower of Jesus. WHO’S HANGING OUT WITH YOU? 

Main Idea Two- 

WHO YA WIT? Peter, James, John were three of the 12 disciples and Jesus’ 
closest friends. Definition of Disciple: A personal follower of Jesus during His life 
or a follower or student of a teacher or leader. We are also disciples of Jesus. 
Briefly…before following Jesus, Peter could be found at the sea doing something 



he loved to do – fish! We know the story of how Peter and the other disciples went 
fishing and didn’t catch anything. Jesus noticed the empty net! He engaged in a 
conversation with them over that. Of course, they went back and forth as we do 
with one another when something doesn’t go right. Jesus said to them “Cast the net 
on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch.” Peter was hesitant -He 
thought He was the Fisherman of all fishermen! Peter was a bad boy! I could just 
imagine Jesus saying to Himself, “Who ya wit?” “You can’t do nothing without 
me!” Peter and the others eventually did what Jesus told them to do. Jackpot! They 
caught a lot of fish! In the end, Jesus commanded them to follow Him so that He 
could send them out to fish for people. As with them, we are to be fishermen/
women for His kingdom. At construction sites, some workers might know Jesus 
and some may not. We are responsible for spreading the good news about Christ. 

Main Idea Three-  

Desire mercy, not sacrifice! Let’s talk about mercy and sacrifice. Jesus’ mercy is 
new every morning. We serve a great, loving, and merciful God, and because of 
His great love we are not consumed. Jesus wants for us to move beyond the idea of 
sacrifice, what we feel obligated to give up to be perceived as religious. He wants 
us to get our hearts involved with other people’s lives, so the word sacrifice drops 
out of our vocabulary, so that all we know is the passion to love others as He loves 
us. WHO’S HANGING OUT WITH YOU?  

Lesson Conclusion: 

Jesus’s teaching was a part of Him, and he was a part of his teaching. By 
displaying an attitude of serving, and being friendly, sinners were attracted to him. 
If we embrace Jesus' methods and attitude, over time, even the hardest to reach 
person will be open to receiving the Word of God. Be a friend to everybody! Are 
there any questions or comments? If not, remember: Who ya wit? Who’s hanging 
out with you? Prayer. 
  

ACTIVITIES: Construction sites. Zacchaeus. Nicodemus. Joseph and Brothers. 
Mary Magdalene. What’s going in today’s society. 

MATERIALS Used/Needed: Bible, hard hat, vest, hammer, paper and pencil 




